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EIS, TOA 
large degree, a man of mystery, а man 
apart, His eyes seldom betray emotion 
but they can be cola and deadly He 
speaks quietly. oten "arcly above a 
Whisper Yet the sound of his voic 
ones soul with dread. There is an aura 
about Jake "The Snake” Roberts thal 
says, "This is a dangerous man. 

When we met to discuss the subject of 
this issue o! WWF Wrestling Spotlight tho 
Choice was unanimous. It was time for 
Jako “Tha Snake” Roberts. The problem. 
however, was how to accurately portray 
the complex personality of this man who 
sometimes sounds like a mystic, who often 
personifies the qualities of the huge python 
that accompanies him to ringside, We went 
to Jake and listened to him, spellbound 

Ìn the pages to come, youll read about 
Jake's spectacular WWF debut and his 
nise through the ranks. You'll follow his 
career as he faced and conquered ороо 
nenis bent on his demise. 

We have also examined Jake's fluid yet 
dynamic wrestling style, and we've taken 
you inside Jake's head to see what 
makes him tick. Best of all, perhaps, we've 
let Jake Roberts speak for himself about 
himself and how he views the world 

Without further ado, we give you Jake 
‘The Snake” Roberts master of the DDT. 


Tom HW Emanuel 
Pubisher & 
Evitor-in-Chie! 


by Lou Glanfriddo. 


NA COLD NIGHT IN 
early 1986. fans recoiled in hortor when newcomer Jake 
The Snake" Roberts е! his enormous python, Damian, 
sither over the beaten form of Leaping Lanny Poffo, now 
known as the Genius WWF followers had never witnessed 
anything so scary 
Nor had they seen anything quite like the way that Jake 
His polished off his first opponent at New York's Madison 
Зоџаге Garden. Р 


от the beginning of the match, Jake was 


те clear aggressor, punching Poffo in the stomach and 


С; areer dropping knees to the back of his head. Then aller hiding 
талу пора tactics rom the roferee, the Snake continued 
s batte on the arena foor where he unmerofuly hip 
Chronicled tossed Lanny back-fret onto tno coment 
Јаке, however. wasnt through wih ris foe, The Snake 


wanted to show everyone that cruely runs deep in his 
eins. After Pof'o recovered from the hip-loss, ће staggered 
his way inte the ring. There stood Jake, smiling cooly Once 
Lanny was fully in the squared circle, Ја 
ihe speed and fluidity of a Rocky Mountain rattler and swilly 
apgied ће DDT—a move never seen unti that tine 
Poflo's head struck the canvas with a thud He was out 
4, and from the sudden shook, hi red uncon- 
| trollably The fans wouid quiver, too, met го later, 


his debut in the World Wrestling Federation, Jake the 
Snake has relied on his superb physical ability го overcome a multi- 
tude of top-ranked competitors. 
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је по that Lanny was uncon- 
scious Jake grabbed the bag 
that he had brought to ringside 
with him. After untying ith 
reached In for his monstrous 
tie and draped it on Lanny 
Sticking the snake's head into 
Poffo's open mouth, Roberts 
turned іо a cameraman and 
asked, "Who's nex 
George Wells, that was who. At 
WrestleMania 2, Jake squared off 
against this former football player 
dispatched nim effectvely 
This lime. the whole word wi- 
essed lust how coidbloodec the 
sinuous athlete from Stone M 
tain, Georgia, really is. 
Before the bell Јане slapped 
Wells across the face in a psycho- 
1одса! play іо get underneath hs 
skin Enraged, George chased a 
backpeddling Jake and sc 
with a backdrop. A forearın upper- 
Cut shocked the Snake, and his 
eyes grew glassy. This was only a. 
Y pan 
f the grogginess 
from Wels’ Бом Jake 
with a wicked кпееій, which 
hurled Wells through the ropes to 


and 
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outside, Jum 
ring, Jake confronter 
mined Wells, wh 
3nake around 
members of ti 


from the 
а deter- 
chased the 


Snake, over, 


юку, тас the 
ing his back on 
o heo 


grid ron 
Jake Sios 
stormed тот ng 

culderbleck and tolowed u 
wth a head scsors and subse: 

nt powersiam The crowd or 
ага exploded into c 
ving that ths was the = 
Jake Roberts 

Not by a long shot After kick 
ing outot a Wels pn atempt 
dake went on the rampage. stin 
по George wih a crushing knee 
it AS 4 he hac been Бай 


naja 


еењ Бе: 


Wells all along, Jal 
caught him 
Wells’ lights were 


As George lay 
motionless heap in the 
the ring, Roberts dipped into hi 
bag of rics. He put 


Damian on his foe, and t 
python began constrict 
neck. Foam dripped from George 
mouth as he struggled to breathe. 
Meanwhile, Roberts looked dowr 
at his writhing opponent and 
laug 

Would you look at Damian? 
he asked wit an admiring tone. 
Doesnt it look as if the snak 
havin fun? 

Having seen enough, Jake 
pull an off Wolls and 
returned the snake to its sack. As 
а result of this match, the Snak 
earned the reputation of being an 
extremely dangerous individual 

You know, | never asked 
anybody to ќе me," Jake hissed 
that night to a reporter "But what | 
playin’ with people's minds, 
bean them and then lettin 
Darian play, There's a lot of p 
то here In the VV 
Ricky Steamboat! 


e was right. During a mate! 
Saturday Night s Main Event. 
Snake slew the Dragon in 
Ricky Steamboat. While on the 
cuts de of the ring, Roberts used 
a DDT to 's head 


Hawaiian и 
With the Dragon out like a light, 
grabbed Damian and let 


ille Manla 2, Jake's vicious- 
is witnessed worldwide 

hen Ме demolished George Wells. 
hortly thereafter, Roberts battled 
Ricky Steamboat and then went om 
‘his own TV show dubbed 
ke РИ. There, Jake would 
Interview people with а mo-holds- 


the now-infamous scaly c 
wander on Ricky's ка 
this was going on, Steamboat 
wife, Bonnie, shrieked In terror a 
the sight of Damian poking his 
arrowlike head into her husband's 
mouth. 

Now what do you think of yc 


iby 


hero?" the Snake asked Bor arting Ricky's spinal column with | 

Because of this ugly incide: areve mic drop, On a rol 
rematch was in order. After being Jake t-arm clothesline 
out of action for several wee ar of painful 


with a concussion, Ricky Sie 5 del 
boat returned (o battle the Snake апіса! over the lop ropes. 
and their mato мпа: Vu у 
опе the most violent confronta. boat jumped up to the п 


986 
x that’s exacty w 


nt to sunset f 


yslam. While th 
5 lower back i 

pointed toward 
the bag with Damian in it After 
another ват, J 


Moment bag and беса! 
flict raged into the ring. : t nts insid | 
There, Jake sei с 
Бу kicking Ricky 


came off the ropes. Witt 


resting Spit кво 5 


Valuable seconds passed Ву 
the time the Snake and the arbiter 
finished their dispute, Steamboat 
was slouched across the ring o 
the lumbuckes. Seeing this 
Roberts charged full steam ane: 
at Ricky with a shoulderbloc« 

With a clear head, the Dragon 
watched every step Jake made 
and timed t When the Snake 
was close enough, Ricky side- 
stepped him and swept Јаке 5 
leg, sending him flying into the ai 
A Steamboat swinging neck- 
breaker put Jake in a very vulner- 
able position, 

The Dragon leapt up and 
aimed a кага chop al Rob: 
head. As Ricky came down, Jake 
instinctively raised his legs ana 
caught Steamboat in the rib 
With the tide of Бате once again 
in his favor, Jake brawled with 
Ricky around ringside. The 
Snake, harboring hope: 


manenti injuring the Dragon, 
prepared to DDT him once more 
оп the cement, but this tme, 


Steamboat was ready for it 

Using his strength, Ricky 
blocked the move and retaliated 
by slamming Jake's head поа 
barricade. The Dragon then threw 
the Snake back into the ring. 
where Steamboat unleashed a 
barrage of tortuous tactics. De 

the pounding, Jake тапа 

(о fight back by choking Ricky i 
а corner. Gasoing for breath, the 
Dragon tried everything to break 
{ree of Roberts tight grasp. 
Nothing worked. The referee 
acted on the situation by wedging 
himself between the two. How: 
ever, Steamboat. kicking wild, 
accidentally возеа the offical 
‘who awarded the match to Roberts 
due to a disqualification 

After his match with Steamboat 


Roberts had these comments: 
Ricky Steamboat, | didn't want to 
wrestle you, my man. | wante 


end your career. And you fought 
me to your last breath. Now dont 
me wrong, | don't Ike Ricky 


Steamboat, but | respect him for 
his guts. Call t a change ot at 

tude Call it whatever yo 
dust dont са 


he hates someone or likes him 
Srake wil aways say what's 
оп his mind. In late 1986 and into 
1987. Jake cid just that while 

hosting his own segment on the 
WWE Television Network entitled 
The Srake Pit. 


one edition, Jake Cai 
onky and his manager. Colone! 


WrestleMania Ill saw Roberts 
batile the Honky Tonk Man, Honky 
bested Roberts by grabbing the 
ropes during the pin. Wanting 
revenge, Jake and Alice Cooper 
threw Damian on the Colonel. 
Then Jake collided with Rick 
Rude after Rude Insulted Roberts! 
wife, Cheryl. 


ing his guitar, Honky vowed that. 
ng to sing for the 
Not wanting to hear 
kept pointing Damian at 
the Elvis impersonator, scaring 
him and his mentor off the set. 
Laughing, the 
and iow for the fleeir 
Dont worry Damian int 
gonna hurt you,” Jake promised. 
However, Honky was going to 
hurt Jake—and па big way. 
While ће Snake's attention was 
stil diverted, Honky crept up from 
behind and bashed his guitar 
over Jake's skull. Upon impact, 
the instrument shattered по a 
thousand splinters, as Jake fell to 
the ground. As a result of this vile 
altack, retribution was in order. 
Roberts sought his revenge 
against Honky during Wrestle 


Мапе Ill at the Pontiac Siver- 
dome. To так immy Hart 
would stay out of his matters, 


Jake had shock-rock legend 
Alice Cooper stand in hls con 
for the contest In the end, Alice 
turned out to be а good insur 
anco policy and then some. 
Jake was pumped up and ready 
for this matchup. As Honky was 
arried down the long runway on 
а mobile, small-scale wrestling 
ing, Jake coldly stared straight 
ahead at him and bounced Тог 
foot to foot. The closer Honky 
сате to the squared circle, the 
Tore fury built inside of the 
Snake, Onco Honky set foot on 
ring apron, Roberts exploded 
ie Mount St. Helens! 
ike lightning, Јаке bolted 
across the ring and pounded on 
Honky with a vengeance Seeth- 
ing, Jake flipped the stil-robed. 
Honky Tonk over the ropes and 
pummeled him with jabs, snap- 
ping his head back with every 
punch. In desperation, Honky 
bounced Jake off the ropes and 
nt for a Босустор. Wise to th 
ve, the Snake stopped dead in 
his tracks and snapped a knee 
into Honky's nose. 
This was too much for Honky 


о ha scooted under the ropes to 
the fioor for a breather. The Snake. 
маз hot on his heels. Jumping to 
the outside, Jake chased Honky 
around ringside. caught hm and 
laced him with thunderous blows. 

After slamming Honky on the 
concrete, Jake brought the battle 
back inta the ring, where the 
Snake maintained contro by 
whipping Honky to the buckles. 
Like a speeding locomotive, 
Roberts charged Honky in me 
comer, but Honky promptly raised 
his knees just in the niok of tme, 
catching Jake under the chin and 
Knocking him to the mat 

With the Snake down, Honky 
went to work, kicking Ј 
then softening up hs ar 
punches. Looking to disable his 
sly foe, Honky kept beating on 
the arm until he missed with a 
wild haymaker. 

Jake capitalized on Honk/s 
error with a stiff right lo Honky 
Tonks jaw anc then scored with a. 
shor 
Honky for a loop. 


werent k 


rmelothesiine that knocked | ing move со he could wiggle his 


That's exactly what ti 
was thinking, Rapidly, Roberts 
inched Honky in a front facelock 


grease on 
Ногку5 hair enabled Honky to 
slip free. 

Not wasting any time, Honky 
again went to tne outside, and 
Jake followed him. А brief brawl 
‘ensued, and Honky Tonk got the 
better of Jake when the flamboy- 
ant athlete whipped Roberts 
shoulcer-trst into the steel ring 
post. The force almost dislocated 
the Snake's shoulder and Alice 
Cooper knew he was in trouble, 
| Grabbing him by the arm, the 

musician aided the Snake to his 
| feet. Fighting off the numbness i 
his shoulder, Jake attempted to 
re-enter the fray bu! Horky Tonk 
him by booting him back 
у the referee ordered 
Honky to back off so Jake could 
regain the ring 
Once between the ropes, 
ky was all over the Snake, 
first slamming him and then 
ropping a fist to his forehead, 
Ceptaizing on his advantage, 
Honky continued his attack with 
axhandie and an elbow Things 
king too promising for 
Jake, and many were expecting 
that he'd be yesterday's news 
when Honky set him up for the 
shake, roll neckbreaker 

With a cocky smile, Honky took 

his time applying the match-end- 


hips as a taunt. Bad move. Just 
when Honky began to shake, the. 
Snake backdropped his way 10 


WAP Westing брка en T 


freedom. Honky crashed to the 
‘canvas and pleaded for mercy 
He wouldn't get any! Riding a 
wave of newfound strength, 
Roberts went on a tear, reverse 
орото Honky with a 
backdrop follow: through. After 
peppering Нопкуз cheeks with a 
few stinging blows, Jake, sensing 
that Honky was close to being 
beaten, moved in for the DDT 

Ава last resort, the Colonel 
reached in and clutched Jake's leg 
When Jake went to thrash Hart, 
Honky, observing that the official 
was distracted, rolled up the 
Snake and held onto the lop ropes. 
Unaware of the circumstances, 
the referee made the Ihree-count 

Honky may have won the batt, 
but Jake won the war. While Hart 
and Honky celebrated their cheap 
win, Jake released Damian trom 
its cloth dungeon. Honky was the 
first to see It, and he immediately 
scurried кот the ring for higher 
ground, Jimmy Hart was a die 
ent story From behind, the Snake 
snared the Colonel in a full nelson. 
and then ordered Cooper to grab 
the snake, With the huge python 
in his hands, Alice inched close 
to Hart until the rock т roller let 
the scaly critter move at will over 
Harts shaking torso, 

The next war for Jake Roberts 
came in the form of Ravshing 
Rick Rude in 1988, and it devel- 
oped in a most unusual fashion 

Customarily when Rude defeats 
an opponent, he searches the 

crowd and chooses a lovely lady 


в WWP resi «nm 


During their match, Jake went on 
The offensive very quickly. From 
there. Chery! used а slap го 
brulse Rude s ego. 


о be the recipient of a big wet 
kiss that's known as the Rude 
Awakening. On one acaso: 
Ravishing Rick selected a gor- 
'geous woman seated in the 
ом Sieadfasily she refused 
Rude. Undaunted, he calle 
up to the ring again. Stil she 
wouldn't budge from her scar. 
Perhaps thinking that she needed 
further coaxing, Rude and his 
manager, Booby Heenan, went to 
the outside and approached the 
woman. When asked wh 
was, the lovely female responded, 
“Chery Roberts. Wile of 
‘The Snake! Roberts. 
Fuming over the fact that she 
was happily married and didn't 
consider him attractive, Rude 
lashed out by insulting Chery 
and her пи: inally Chery 
ad enough and slapped 
Rude across the face. Enraged, 
Rick grabbed Cheryl wrist and 
m her. 
sudden, Jake rushed 
er aid, belied Bobby 


down to 
Heenan and then wen! 


спе step ahead of him and bru- 
tally hammered the Snake down 
his wile's eyes. 

The final and biter battle took 
place on Saturday Night's Main 
Event, and Chery! Roberis was 
there го watch the action as it 
unfolded. As soon as Jake hit the 
ring, he and Rude locked up like 
two bulls, shoving each other on 
the ropes. Backing Roberts into a 

rner, Rude fired the first blow of 
the match by shoulderblocking 
Jake. After several of these 
moves, however, Jake cou 
with a kneelit to Rude's jaw 

From there, the Snake took 


Rude's arm and twisted it tightly 
Rude screamed in pain as Roberis 
applied the pressure. He eve! 
tried to escape the maneuver by 
jumping to the apron, but the 
Snake wes quick to act, yanking 
Rude back into combat and Бег 


ting his arm. Meanwhile, Cheryl 
sat at ringside, delighted with her 
husband's accomplishment 

Her eyes gleamed when Jake 
bombed Ruce with a devastating 
blow after Rude leapfrogged him, 
and she really loved 
husband moved in for the DDT. 

lavishing Rick slid cut 


а опус your 
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his taunting after he Irish whipped 
the Snake into the buckles How. 

ever, Rude took too much valuable 
he finally re- 

Jake had сој- 
lected his senses and suddenly 
folded Роде body with a jolling 
clothesline. Griting his teeth and 

snarling, Jake went on the offer 
sive, stinging Rude with lefts and 

The 5 iot letting up at 


here he gained an adve 
lining Roberts and 
hammering him down. Follow 


Cheryl and badger 
ing. "Look at your old man now” | ton, Mrs. Ri 
The Ravishing One continued 


unlikely posi- 
got up from 
d. at Jake's request 


When the Glant involved himself 
at the end of the Joke/Rude clash, 
Roberts dispatched Andre with 
Damian's help. Overwhelmingly 
frightened by Damian, Andre 
passed out when Jake threw the 
python on him. Their battle cii- 
maxed at WrestleManla V with 
Big John Studd officiating. 


hauled off and slapped the Rav. 
ishing One across the face. 

Heenan, meanwhile, was livid 
and complained to the official 
about the interference. The rele- 
ree listened to the Brain and 
ordered Cheryl to vacate the ring- 
side area. As she hesitantly made 
way back to the dressing 
гост, Jake and Rude were claw- 
ing it out on the floor, where Rude. 
{gol the upper hand by slamming 
Jake into the steel ringpost. 

After he recuperated from the 
wrenching blow, Roberts retook 
the ring and battled Rude with a 
vengeance. Jake had Rude ree! 
ing wih a fast punches 
ard then a p. With Rude 
hurting, Jake set him up for the 
DOT. й didn't work. Tapping into 
his inner reserves of strength, the 
Ravishing One powered his way 
out of he hold before the Snake 
cinched it in, Rude quickly 


rocked Jake with 

Thinking that Roberts was ripe 
for the pickings, Rude went to 
apply the Rude Awakening neck- 
xeaket. However, Jake broke 
tactic by biting Rude's arm. Rav. 
shing Rick tried to ignore Ihe. 
pain as he bounced Jake off the 
ropes for a backdrop. Coming oft 
the strands, Jake clutched Rude 
by the head in a faceiock and, 
just lie that, dimmed his lights 
with the DOT 

No movement was evident on 
Rude's fallen form He would have. 
been easy to pin, but Jake had 
ather plans, Wanting to humiliate 
him totally Јаке began tearing 
Rude's tights, which had a picture 
of Cheryl on them. When Bobby 
Heenan observed this from the 
outside, he intervened on his pro- 
бела! by repeetedly punch- 
g the Snake's back 

Fearing that Rude would be 
completely embarrassed, Heenan 
called for the heavy artillery and 
found it in Andre the Giant. As 
soon as Andre stepped over the 
ropes, he grabbed Jake by t 
neck and headbutted him out of 
the ring. Although dazed, Roberts 
realized he was cutnumb 
he took hold of his equalizer. 
Damian. With the sithery python 
in his hands, Jake entered the 


‘squared circle and pointed its 
head at the Giant. Gasping with 
fear, Andre backpeddied right 

a comer. Jake lunged ar 
Damian on Andre's body immedi: 
ately, Andre collapsed to the can 
vas, clutching his heart For the 
first tme in history the most fear 
some man in professional athlet 
ics had а publically known fear. 
Andre and Roberts were destined 
to colide. 

At WrestleMania V, they did 
meet, and it was one of the most 
intense matches of Jake's career 
John Studd, a man whom the 
Giant despised; was apod 
special referee 
Even before he bel tang, Andre 
and Stucd argued with one ar 
other In the end, the biter ое 
between these two would 


However i didnt seem that way 
when Roberts stormed the ring 
Like а new suit, the Giant was al 


over the Snake, battering him with 
chops and heacbutts, which took 
their toll on Jake, who stumped to 
the mat. There, Andre refined his 
assault by dropping a big knee to 
the Snake's throat region 

With his eyes reflecting mean- 
ness, Andre stood Јаке upright 
ага wrenched his neck b 
а chiniock Just when 


bleak, Roberts freed himself with 
several strategic elbows into the 
Giant's midsection Out of Andre's 
апр, Jake swifly made a grab for 
Damian, but the Giant prevented 
thisby chinlocking Roberts against 
the ropes. 

This tme, the Snake broke the 
hold by launching blows into 
| Andre's face. Alter absorbing 
these punches, however, Andre 
cocked his arm and planted his 
huge fist in Jake's face, stagger- 
ing him severely The Giant then. 
maneuvered the Snake inlo a 
comer, where the mountainous 
Frenchman blatantly choked 
Roberts until he crashed to the 
mat There, Andre, all 520 pounds 
‘of him, showed no mercy when 
he stood on the Snake's stomach. 
Without a moment to waste, Studd 
ascerted himself and warned the 
Giant about his behavior. Andre 
just laughed at Big John as if he 
were a joke. 

However Andre's smile van- 
ished when Jake regained his 
feet and went to town on his 
mammoth foe with fists and clothes 
lines. The Gant wes taken aback 
and, after losing his balance, 
| found himselt entangled in the 

ropes. Roberts took advantage of 


| the situation by choking Andre 
unti his eyes bulged. Studd saw 
| this, and he ordered Jake to 


break the ilegal hold. Reluctantly 
Јако backed off and allowed Big 
John 10 free the trapped Giant 
| For Jake, this wasa wrong move 
Andre rose and 
is head, he tore into 
Jake brutally After kicking and 
idbutiing the Snake, Andre 
iderblocked him in the corner 
A big chop later and Jake was on 
the outside. 
lantly Roberts attempted to 


regain the ring, but with every try, 
Andre cut him down with kicks. 
All the while, Studd screamed at 


the Giant because of his actions. 
Again, Andre ignored Big 
and even pushed him, Thal was 
at Studd pushed back, and 
before long, they were trying to 
another's heads oft 

ing the commotion, Jake 
grabbed Damian and mace his 


way up the ring stairs. Then. from 
aut of nowhere, the Millon Dollar 
Man raced down and blincsided 
Roberts before running off with 
the sack containing Daman. Re- 
covering from D Biese's attack, 
Jake managed to catch up with 
the Million Dollar Man and wrest 
Damian away гот him. As Jak: 
jogged back to the ring, DiBa 
promised, "Im not done with you, 
Roberts 

DiBiase was right. A few weeks 
after WrestleMania И. the Snake 
was scheduled to wrestle the self- 
dubbed Milion Dollar Champion 
оп WWF Superstars of Wresting. 
Alling from a supposed 
DiBiase claimed he wes tod by 
his doctor not to step into the ring 
that night. Instead, he sent his 
bodyguard, Vigil to wreste Jake. 


Top left: Jake sets up Ted DIBlase's 
bodyguard, Virgil, for the DDT 
and then hands out DiBiase’s 
‘money, below. However, DiBlase 
thrashed Roberts for these 
actions, above. Top right: Jake 
galned revenge by slamming Vir- 
«11 and the Million Dollar. 

Man 's heads together, right, and 
by taking the Million Dollar Belt 
far right. 


Nobody knew, especially the 
Snake, that this was just part of a 
treacherous scheme. 

After Roberts easily overcame 
the manservant wth the DDT, he 
"ande out Vi ey to the 
fansin attendance That was а! 

) Blase, who was looking on n 
is dressing гост, needed to 
see. When Jake returned to the 
па, the Milion Dolar Man de- 
jed to sirike. 

па fash, DiBiase stormed the 
squared circle and unloaded with 
hes to Jake's neck. To further 
Snake's neck arca. 
DiBiase then applied пе Milion 
Dollar Dream. As a result of that 
Pearl Harbor job, Roberts was 

Gelined for several months with 
crack vertebra Admi 24 
fans and wresters alike thought 
that Jake “The Snake" Roberts 
was done for—finished as a pr 
fessional wrestier in the WWE. 
wrong The Snake 
е summer of 1989 
and immediately re-estabished 


the faci that he wanted t 
Dollar Man in the ring, 

In a match held al Madison 
Square Garden, Jake and DiBiase 
went alit ferociously From the 
start, the Millon Dollar Man tried 
1o end things early as he and Vir- 
gil ganged up on the Snake, who 
survived а воље clothesline. 
Then Roberts came back and 
scored with fiery fists lo Virgil's 
head, which sent nim flying 
through the горе: 

This left the Million Dolar Man 
and the Snake. On the warpath, 
Roberts hammered DiBiase and 
then knocked the wind out of him 
with а kneelit Perhaps fearing 
Jake's rage, DiBiase sought reluge 
оп the arena оог No way Pulsal- 
ing with anger, Roberts chased 
his opponent around ringside ш 
ti they both went back into the ring. 

его, DiBiase seized control 

with а kneslitt and punches, but 
Jake responded in kind by firing 
shots of hie own. Again, the Mil 
fion Dollar Man fled from the 
Snake's wrath, This was to be 
DiBiase s strategy because when 
he made it back to combat, he 
retreated once Roberts took con- 
trol of things. Soon, Jake couldn't 
take агу more so he ran out and 
slammed DiBase's head into Vir- 
gils while they consulted with 
each other. From there, Roberts 
tossed DiBiase back into the ring, 
and when Jake re-entered, the 


е Million 
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Milion Dollar Man was on top of 
him. DiBiase went to work on the 
neck with jarring knees, whic! 
shot tremors of pain through the 
Snake's body 

"What's the matter, Jake? 
DiBiase inquired. "You're human 
after ај. Your neck isn't totaly 
healed, is i?" Altar asking that 
the Million Dollar Man began 
stomping Roberts! neck before. 
cinching him in a front facalock. 

Slowly, the Snake's strength 
began to ebb In D Biase's grip. it 
looked grim for Јаке until пе 
managed to break the hold by 
backing the Milion Dollar Cham 
pion info a corner Even so, the 
Snake couldn't capitalize on the 
situation, and he fell to the rai 

DiBiase wouldn't let up as ће 
bombed axhandles and knees to 
the Snake's body. Just then, the 
fans began to rally behind Robe 
who amazingly nailed DiBiase 
with a reverse neckbreaker. From 
that point on, it was all Jake. An 
atomic drop jotted tne Million Dol 
lar Man as did a number of stiif 
kneedrops. 

In desperation, Virgil climbed 
up to the ring apron and put the 
bad-mouth on Roberts, as Jake 
set up for the DOT. However, milli- 


seconds before Jake crashed the 
Milion Dollar Man's head lo the 
canvas, Virgil came in to save the 
day. Winding uo his thick arm, 
Virgil battered Јаке on the side of 
the head, earning the Snake vic- 
tory va a disqualification. 

Not long afterwaro, Jake. 
wanting to permanently settle the 
score with DiBiase —stoe DiBlase's 
Millon Dolar Вей and placed it in 
the bag with Damian. Blazing with 
anger the Million Dollar Man 
demandes that Virgi retrieve the 
beit, but the bodyguard, p 

.clantly refused to 
5 order, 
а тап who usually 


Dias: 
gets what he wants, wouldn't be 


opped Utiizing his keen busi 
ness set the Million Dollar 
Man made a secret deal with the 
Doctor of Sive, Slick to have his 
thor protégé, the Big Boss Man, 
recover the beit And те Boss 
Man dd just that. During a spe- 
lenge match between the 
Snake and ће Milion Dolar Man 
the Boss Man, at Slick's direction, 
came down t5 ringside, cuffed up 
Jake and walked of with the Бед. 
Moments later on The Brother 
Love Show, DiBiase thanked Sick 
ir ihe paid services of the Boss 


| Man. However. the Boss Man 
wasn't aware that his maneg 
had made a deal with D Base. 
The big Georgian was infuriated 
when ne found out. 
the рауой, the Boss Man 
respecis the law above anything 
else—walked away from Sick 
and DiBiase. With the bag draped 
over his shoulder, the Во 
made his way t 
he uncuffed Jake 
bag over toh 

Perhaps the final chapter of the 
war between Jake and D Blase 
wil be settled in a few 
WresileMana VI There, D Blase. 
and Jake wil Бате for possession 
of tne Million Dolar Belt Wrestle- 
Мапа, according to Roberts, will 
be DiBiase's last stand. 

its come full circle, DiBiase 

hisses Jake. "At WrestleMania V, 
this whole thing started between 
us. At WrestleMania V| it will end. 
Im not gonna teil you what Im 
nna do to you. The fact that I 
е ending itis what shouid have 
you worried." Wr 
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The Perfect Gift for the Holidays! 
A MEMBERSHIP IN THE 


OFFICIAL WWI 1990/91 
FAN CLUB 


Here's what you'll receive: 
+ Eight-minute cassette tape of your favorite WWF Superstars' theme music 
* Four autographed color prints of Hulk Hogan, The Superfly Jimmy Snuka, 
Dusty Rhodes and the Bushwhackers 
* 12" cardboard stand-up figure of Hulk Hogan 
* WWF Fan Club membership dog tag 
+ #1 WWF Fan ballpoint pen 


PLUS! 


Membership Certificate, Wallet ID 
Membership Card, valuable savings 
off the WWF Magazine subscription 
P and WWF merchandise. 
As a Fan Club Member, you will also 
be eligible for a pass for a free 
ticket to a live WWF event and 
receive a $10 gift certificate to the 
oe WWF Merchandise Catalog. Plus 
you will receive our quarterly 
newsletter, WWF FanFare. 
Send check or charge it (no cash or C.0.0.'s accepted) with order form below. 
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7199097 Fan Ciub membaranip materiale wil зе available Beginning Aprii 1, 1990.) 


Please accept this order form to become a 
Member of the 1990/91 Official WWF Fan Club. 


Enclose $9.95 plus $1.25 shipping and handling For Only $9.95 

($11.20 TOTAL) per membership. Connecticut and Plus Shipping and Handling 
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Jake the Snake 
ivia Quiz 


By Larry Humber 


HINKYOU 
know all about Jake "The Snake" 
Roberts and his exploits? Find 
out by taking the је Snake 
Triva Quiz 

There are five calegories of 
ıestions, followed by a special 
гу The first fve 


only. There are five ques: 
in each, for a total of 25 
Award yoursel a pont for every 
correct answer. Anything over 20 
в great; over 15, nct bad 

е оа category Tough St 
will really test you. That's why 
we're asking readers to send in 
their answers to the five ques- 
tions. The correct answers will be 
published in the пек issue of 
WWF Wrestling Spotlight along 
with the names of the first fve 
readers who come up with all the 
answers. They'll receive a free 
membership to the 
Fan Club 


| TOUGH STUFF 
1 Jake's pet, Damian, is what kind of snake? (Send answers to WWE Magazine, Box 385: 
2 What is Jake's wife's frst name? Stamford, СТ 06905. Postcards опу, рі 


3 Jake's favorite quote —toryou, | a) What 1988 month was Јако! 
my man cover of WWF Magazine? 
4 Where does Jake hail from? | b) Who cams to have the X-rays of Jake's injured 
| 5 Is Jake pictured on a WWF ice cream bar? |  nedkrangnoupintneplayroom ће winierhame? 
е) Jake and Jim Duggan were pictured playing 
SNAKE, RATTLE and ROLL | what sport in the October 1988 issue of WWF 
6 With which self-proclaimed rock 'n Magazine? 
Jake langle at WrestleMania 11? 4) Among Jake's favorite snakes is спе that 
7 Jake actually started the feud with his Wreste- | doesn't have any poison and that tries to save 
Mania Ill opponent by making fun of his what? ts skin by rolling over and playing dead when 
8 What rock star, known for his work with threatened_Wnat kind of snake is that? 
snakes, was in Јаке а comer at WrestieManiail!? | e) In the WWF Superstars playing cards adver: 
9 As Roberts was about to apoy the winning ес in WWF Magazine, Jake is pictured on 
DDT in that bout, he was tripped by whom? what card? 


10 What other breach of 
defeat at WrestleMania | 


les led to Jake's 


RUDE A-SNAKENIN 

11 Јаке was one of how many wrestiers who 
{сок part in the championship elimination 
tournament at WrestleMania IV? 

12 Was his opponent from the previous Wrestle- 
Mania also involved in the tournament? 

13 What long-time rival did Jake meet 
tournament's first round? 

14 What was the result of the bout? 

15 As а consequence, what became of Jake ano. 
his opponent? 


the 


SNAKEBIT 
16 What behemoth dic Jae face at Wrestle 
Mania V? 
17 His WrestleMania V opponent had pre- 
viously shown he had а phobia for what 
18 Who was the guest offical for the bout?, 
19 Who made of with Jake's snake dur- 
ing the course of the match? 
20 Who was awarded the bout (on a 
disqualification)? 


INAKING ALL OVER 
21 Jake teamed up with Ник Hogan 
and what twosome al the most 

recent Survivor Series? 

22 Who captained the opposing 
team? 

23 Jake co-captained a team in 
previous Survivor Series. Who 
joined him as captain? 

24 In the 1989 Roya! Rumble, who 
eliminated himselt ater catching 
sight of Jake's snake? 

25 Jake wasn't on the card for the 

last SummerSlam, but he did 

part in ће 1988 event Whom dd 

he meet in that SummerSlam? 
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А. Hulk Rules Car Shade 
Hulk Hogan will protect your car's interior from the sun's 
harmful rays with the Hulk Rules car shade. Made in the USA of 
heavy-duty corrugated board, 20 1/2" x 52°, designed to fit the 
contour of most windshields. Reverses to become a road emer- 
gency/hazard sign. Folds for easy storage. 


17-00109 ............... $5.95 


B. Hulk Rules Bandana 

No one will doubt you're а 
Hulkster fan when you wear 
this 22x22" cotton/poly blend 
bandana. In red with Hulk 
Rulesand WWF logosin bright 
yallow. Comas with in- 
structions on how to, 

tie as a bandana or 

headband. Made 

in USA. 

03-00112... 

$4.95 


C. Hulk Rules T-Shirt 

d justas Hulk wears his T-shirts, with sleeves and back 
1 by hand. Made in USA of 50/50 cottor/poly blend in 
yellow with a bold red logo that will let everyone know Hulk 
Rules. 01-00340 small 01-00341 medium 
01-00342 large р 


чета 


D. Hulk Rules 
Beach Томе! 

Make a splash at the 
pool or beach with the Hulk Rules towel. 
Made of 100% cotton, colorfully adorned 
with a lifelike picture of Hulk Hogan. 
Hulkasized 60' x 30", greatto wrap up in after 
a shower. 50-00116 . „$19.95 


-Ф 


Hulk Rules 
Painter's Cap - 
You'll be proud to wear this 100% cotton painter s cap in red 
with a bold Hulk Rules logo in yellow and WWF emblem on 
Ве sirap, one size ИЗ. American made, 
-$7.95 


sed exalt Transport, не А. 


OLTIMATE 
» WARRIOR 


CHARGE IT! 
,, (208) 359-2800 


дат -5000т. 


n 
Ultimate Warrior Pillow 

Decorate any room with this 22: x 
29" pillow with an actual full-color 
photootthe Ultimate Warrior, Made 
in the USA of 100% polyester fiber- 
fil with a white acetate cover. Sure 
to be an attention-getter! 
27-00107 


C. Ultimate Warrior Jacket 
‘Wear this jacket and all eyes will ba on you and 
the Ultimate Warrior. Made in the USA of a 
100% polyester outer shell, white brushed 
lining, knit ribbed trim in royal blue and white, 
ith snap front end an actual full-color photo 
B. Ultimate Warrior Wristband Set on the back, this jacket is the Ultimate! Priced at $44.95 
Work out in style with the Ultimate Warrior look of 05-00107 small (34-35) 05-00109 large (42-44 
wearing four terry wristbands at one time! The set 05-00108 medium (3640) 05-00110 x-large (46--48 
includes two yellow and two orange wristbands im- 
printed with Ultimate Warrior's 
пате, American made. 
03-0011 ...$5.95 


.$14.05 


D. Uitimate Warrior Sports Bottle. 

Ultimate Warrior fans will 
enjoy their favorite drinks in 
this 16 oz. durable sports 
bottle, Comes with a Magic 
Vent cap - pull vent up for 
sipping or releasing car- 
bonation; pull down for 
squeezing and keeping 
drinks fresh. Special tip 
holder keeps strav tip in 
place. Made in USA, top- 
Tack dishwasher safe. 
19-00106............ 58.06 


А. 
WWF Superstars Plastic Cup Set 

Quench your thirst with our setof four 
white fluted plastic cups in giant 32 
oz. size, Each cup 5 decorated with 
~ tho WWF logo and colorful renderings 
of your favorite WW 


Hogan, Ultimate War 
t pE 


‘Hitman’ Hart and Brutus "The. 
Barber Beefcake. Ма 
USA, top-rack dishwasher sate. 
19-0010 ... $3.95, 


C. WWF Fan Parking Sign 
For the WWF fan who means busi 
ness, our 18°x 12" parking sign is 
fun to hang in your room or any- 
where, Ama 
17-00108 


р. WWF 
Superstar Magnats 
Great for home or of- 
fice, this set includes. 
eight precut magnets: 
Hulk Rules, Macho Madness, Ulti- 
mate Warrior, Brutus "The Barber 
Beefcake, Jake "The Snake‘ 
Roberts, WWF and WWF Sup: 
star logos. Plus, а WWF РА 
dis picture. Americ 
89-00111 


Е 

WWF Pad and 
Pen Set 

Perfect for writ- 
ing notes and 
messages at 
home or office, 
thesetincludesa 
40-sheet 4 1/4" x 
5 1/2 pad anda 
smooth-writing 
rollarball pen, both designed with the WWF logo. 
Made in USA. 89-00112 „оо 84,95 


8. WWF Superstars Autographed Picture Set III 

Third in our series of full-color autographed photos, this set n 
Judes Ultimate Warrior, Dusty Rhodes, Hulk Hogan, and Rowdy 
Roddy Piper. Fun to display and collec 

80-00116 „48.95 


F. sum F. Million Dollar Man Bank 
ATEDSENTESEN Saye your money, and someday 
? уси may become a Million Dollar 
Man! This 4 3/4' x6" bank features 
Ted DiBiese's face ona replica ofa 
$100 bil. Easy lift-off slotted plas- 
tic cap. American made. 
17-00110... Ў 


$4.95 


G. WWF All-Purpose Sports Bag 

Each side of this handsome bag bears the WWF 
logo. Made of Cordura Nylon - tougher and more 
durable than cotton duck. Sturdy nylon zipper, 
handles and shoulder strap make this bag a winner! 
25-00101 .. 2914.95 


B. Ultimate Warrior Bib 
Little Warriors will be happy to wear 
this whita 50% cotton/50% polyester. 
bib with royal blue trim and ties. 9 1/2" 
X 13° to protect against messy spills, 
machine washable, Made in USA 

06-00137 . 


D. Damian The Snake 
Now you can take Damian home 
with you in this inflatable ver- 
sion of Jake The Snake" 
Roberts’ python. Fun to 
play with, he's coiled and 
ready for action! 
17-00197...........87.95 


A. — Rockers T-Shirt 

Our one-size-fits-all oversized T- 
shirt features an actual black and 
White photo of your favorite WWF 
tagteam, the Rockers. With bright 
meon accents, you'll be right in 
style at the beach, or wear it as a 
mightshirt. 50% catton/50% роу 
blend, made in USA 


01-00495 „$15.95 


= 


E Hulk Rules Teddy Bear 
We've updated your favorite teddy 
bear with the Hulk Rules wrestling 
outfit, just like Hulk's. 15° tall, 
mada of soft 100% acrylic plush, 
he's ready to step into the ring! 

16-00147... $17.95 


c. Little Hulkster Rules. 
Painter's Cap 

Made just for little Hulksters age 1- 
5 years old, our painter's cap is 
100% cotton in red with a bright 
yellow logo on front and top. Ad- 
Justable strap, American made. 
02-00117... $5.95 


yy 


„НАНЕ IT! WWF 
ло Championship Belts 
Now you can win the 
titles of WWF Champion and WWE 
Intercontinental Champion! Our41 3/4" x 
3" belts are made of foam and plastic 
plates emblazoned with the champion- 
ship title and WWF logos in metallic gold 
color. Just cut to fit and secure with two 
adhesive squares included, USA made. 
F. 06-00125 WWF Championship Belt 
6. 06-00138 WWF Intercontinental Belt 
«$11.95 each 


Collect and wear your 
favorite stars of the WWF 
with these 50/50 cotton! 
роу ena American-made 
"shirts. $12.95 each. 


osier 
07-00477 small 01-00471 


CHARGE IT! 
„2093532300 


Dusty Rhodes 
07-00996 small 07-0047 mecium 
01-00498 large 01-0489 large 


Jake "Ihe Snake" 
90478 01-00476 smal 014 
01.00479 jatge 01:00180 аа грива 01 


gan 
01-00447 medium. 
01-00489 x-large 


arbar Eoolcaki 
01-00482 medi, 
0100481 arg 


ruius "The 
01-00481 small 
1-00483 largo. 


01-00458 small 01-00459 medium 
дите 01-00461 кате 


Rowdy А 
161 smal 07-00435 small 
large 0 01-00437 large. 


01-07 
01.001 


Bret "Hitman" Hart Tank Top 
01-00413 small, 01-00414 medium 
07-00415 large 


01-00424 small 
01.004268 large 01-00427 sarge 


01.0478 smal 
01:09875 are 


45 crgo 


01-00444 largo 01 
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Hulk Rules Wall Hanging 
x 45° white wall hanging 
features а full-color action photo of 
the Hulkster. 100% а 

fect for hanging on walk 
or framing. American made, 
11-00104 ... „st 


Brutus "The Barber" Beefcake Wall Hanging 
as "The Barber’ Beefcake comes to life on this 

x 45" 100% acetate sikcreened wall hanging. In 

скапо white, he looks as И ће is ready to give you 

а haircut! Made in USA 

11-00102... 


.$9.95 


N 
\ 
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Ultimate Warrlor Wall Hanging 

The Ultimate Warrior comes to you in full view on this 
100% acetate silkscreened wall hanging. Stnking in 
black and white, 40" x 45°, perfect for hanging on walls 
orwindows. Made in USA 

11-00101... A $9.95 


Hulk Hogan 10-00150 Brutus "The Barber" Beefcake 10-00154 Ultimate Warrior 10-00161 


NEW! NEW! NEW! 
pE nennu p eroaa 


Supertly Jimmy Snuka 10-00155 Mull Workout 10-00158. 


NEW! 


Bishhackers 10-0144 Joke “The Snake" Roberis 10-00159 
23° x 35° full-color posters of your favorite WWF Superstars $4.95 each 


Rockers 


OAMHAHOD APHODMVEHS 


WW ACCESSORIES 


Van Val 
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А. Rockers Headband 


Jump into action with this 50% cotton/50% poly blend purple headband 
with a neon green Rockers logo. Machine washable. American made. 


03-00113 


B. Bret "Hitman" Най Sunglasses 

Now you can own the same sunglasses that 
Bret ’Hitman’ Hart wears. Made of tough, 
scratch-resistant mylar coating, they block 
out 99,7% ultravioletlight. Adjustablestrap, 
made In USA 


17-00106 ..... „55.95 


C. WWF Twill Baseball Cap 
Made of 100% cotton twill with 
adjustable strap. In white with our 
blue-and-gold WWF logo. The 
perfect look for spring and sum- 
mer. Made іп USA 

02-00111 


83.95 


D Bushwhackers Baseball Cap 

Look as wacky as Luke and Butch in our 
camouflage poplin baseball cap. Features the 
Bushwacker (одо in bright orange, adjustable 
strap to fit all. American made. 


02-00118. .59.95 


To all WWF fans: 


The Dfficial World Wrestling Federation Merchandise Catalog is the place to shop 
‘or the dedicated WWF fan. See the best that the WWF has fo offer for fans of al 
‘ages. Choose from our selection of authentic apparel and novelties. or see our 
order torm for details on our gift certificates. Plus, with any order ot $25 or more. 
you vill receive a FREE mystery gift that we are Sure you will enjoy. 


Sirene, | ER 
AN Ми Скај 


Shirky Adams С 
President of Merchandising 


New! Hulk Hogan Workout Sweatshirt 
Tough enough for Hulk's workouts, this full 
cut 50% poly/50% cotton sweatshirt Is 
‘trimmed at the neck, sleeves and waist for a 
comfortable fit. In yellow with a dynamic 
Hulk Hogen logo in red, you'll look ready for 
acton. Machine washable, made in USA, 
04-00149 small 
04-00150 medium 
04-00151 large 
04:00152 x-large .... $18.08. 
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Forces That Rule 
The Snake | 


Part 1 


by Keith Elliot Greenberg 


DITOR'S NOTE: 
In this issue of WWF Wrestling Spotight, we have tried hard 
^o present an in-depth profile of Jaka "The Snake” Roberts 
Because he is so enigmatic, we assigned different writers 
to interview him on two Key aspects of his multi-faceted 
personality One interview tried to get at exactly what makes 
Jake tick The other attempted fo explore Jake s outlook on 
the world and how he relates to it. However, typical of Jake, 
his answers to our questions only raised more questions, 
but that's the way it always will be with the man who thinks 
Ike а serpent 


His mind could be the most complex in wrestling. His 
intentions are never fully ciezr—always shrouded in a 
delberate haze of smoke His words frighten and silence 
his listeners. In the ring, he is a psychological tactician as 
much as a vicious warrior —driven by forces known to only 
Jake “The Snake” Roberts. 

"People ask me, What drives Jake "The Snake" Roberts?” 
as f there's a pure and simple answer to thal," the wrestler 
states “Jake The Snake Roberts, you see, is anything but 
pure and simple. When Im at my sharpest in the ring, or 
when Im at war with the demons of my sleep, different 


Always unpredictable, Jake “The Snake" Roberts Is perhaps the 
‘most complex wrestler In the World Wrestling Federation, and he's 
capable of twisting people's minds with his carefully thought-out 
battle plans. 
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е battling for 
of my soul Some of th 
are friends, some of th 


‘emies, and some are caught in that. 


horrible limbo in be 

struggle of these forces 

ge Of Jake The Snake 

Whether its in the arena or in my 


mind, there is always a font 

The most obvious force in 
Jake's life is the snake. The 
wrestlor never goes anywhere 
without his python, Daman. He 
leaves the snake in a corner of 
the ring while he wrestes and 
then dumps it on opponents аће 
Victory Like Roberts, the snake 5 


а distrusting re, ficking its 
forked tongue in and out to test 
the surroundings before makin 
a mave. 

In its own primitive way the 


srake has the common sense of 
a back-alley street fighter,” Јако 
says. "The snake knows how 

uel the world can be and 

int move forward ит! 
knows what's waiting aheac: 
Thats a level of pertection a см- 
lized being has trouble living up 
10. Were о be nave in 
some ways, believing that the guy 
Tight next to you has your best 
interests at heart In the World 
Wrest моћ, you 
learn thal isn't rus. Everybody 
'ece of you, and only 
ind the smart make 
Without a sna! 


Another snakelike at 


5 his willingness to take 
on larger pray, ‘if a snake goes 
а large mammal, the 
mes out ahead." Jake 


explains "Why does that happen? 
think it has something to do wit 
the element of surprise. The mam- 


mal doesnt expect the snake's 
jaws fo open up and swallow it 
alve, but that's ly what the 
snake does. If you ve kept track of 
my history in the World Wrestling 
Federation, you've seen me toe 
lo-oe with big guys like Axeem 


of the snake п 
The Snake’ Roberts that 
led me through th 
ard bari 


an element in nearly every wres- 
g match Не claims that rage 
n be a plus when channeled 
properly but when a competitor is 
overcome with anger, Jake says, 
n easy target for defeat 
Rage It's boiling in me now as 
| speak to you. Its inside every 
gladiator and never leaves. The 
Challenge is to harness it. Ted 
DiBiase, when you injured my 
neck, you sat off a rage | never 
felt before. | came close when 
Rick Rude showed disrespect to 
my wfe, but never to that degree 
All those days | was lying in the 
hospital, rage fired me to a fast 
recovery Then | let t puise 


through my body in the ring, as | 
lashed out at you, Mil 
Man. 


n Dollar 
He smiles slightly "Ted 
know that 
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derstand how painful Jake Roberts 
rage can be. 

But, then, / understand how 
some wrestlers can become 
obsessed with rage. You set off a 
fuse, and they spin out of control. 
Maybe you slap them on a break 
ог make a remark about their hair. 
They just lose it. When that 
happens, | hardly even break a 
sweat, | just use the other man's 
rage to gain a victory’ 

in the world of wrestling, lust is 
‘aterm that takes on its own mean- 
ing. Each wrestler comes to the 
ring with some feeling of lust, not 
for romance, but for glory For 
Roberts, lust for combat is what 
intially drove him into wrestiing. 

"| remember standing in ап 
arena before | made my profes 
sional debut. was looking at the 
two men in the ring and tingling 
with the electricity their бае gen- 
erated, And | lusted. | usted to 
step through the ropes and hear 


screaming their brains 
p wth another man 

ower him to the mat with 
rength, to feel the horror 
il of a dog fight, and to 
k out at the wid crowd when 
ту hand was raised in victory’ 

However, coupled with the 
sire to fights fear—o! injury, of 
defeat, of humiliation. Very few 
wrestlors acknowledge feat, hop- 
ing to psych out their adversari 
with a confident facade. Robert: 
believes that fear is constructive 
t puts a competitor in b 

uch with his inner self 
"Im man enough to admit to 


ja- 


most take me over? Its knowing 
about that fear that gives you the 
strength to handle It. | also know 
what | fear in the ring. | don't want 
to lose. and | don't want to get hurt. 


| cant be any swe 


The forces that dictate Jake's Ше 
resemble those of a serpent. 
Roberts can strike а foe's limbs, 
then the neck and then again the 
mbs, making his strategy 
almost impossible to figure out. 


With that simple awareness, 
develop a defensive strategy" 
The force Jake values most is 
truth, “ifs hard to see through th 
many veils of Ite,” he states 
“There are deceptive signs that 
can lead you to your doom. After 
a while, everything seems to be a 
game of mirrors. You dont know 
what's real and what's a scam. 
"But when | put my DDT on an 


ап 


opponent, there's no illusion 
about t The man is mine, and 
he's going down. After the DDT, | 
cover him for the pin, and Ima 


winner. To me, the entire match Is 
a fight for the truth that is victory. 
Wherever I realize that ruth life 
w 
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SUR ORI SUING ИТ, 


Forces That Rule 
The Snake 


Part 2 


by Lou Glanfriddo 


LWAYS CALCULAT- 
ing and deceptive, Jake "The Snake" Roberts is one of the 
toughest at^leles іо figure out because he can beat an 
оороте 1 in a variety of ways. Beyond the squared circle, 
Jake 5 also a difficult man to understand. 

Ава loner, the Snake does things his way and relies оп 
no one o help him. Over the уе: abilly and raw guts 
have been his only alles, and according to him, that’s all ће 
needs to survie in the rough-and-tumble word of the WWF. 

1 never needed any help from anyone, ' Roberts whispers, 
putting his hands across his mustache "And it anybody 
ever offered t Id refuse it Its that simpe In Не, my man, 
youre all alone Sure, you have your acquaintances, but 
nly for a bre! time on this ride called ќе In the ring, i's по 
different | mean, honestly f you're in there and you're gettin 
your tal kicked every which way but loose, you can't са! оп 
а friend to bail you out; you bail yourself ош! And that's been 
my only creed ever since | came— no, slithered—into the 
World Wrestling Federation. 

Faithfully, the Snake has lived by his creed. Never backing 
down from anyone, Roberts has always welcomed tough 
challenges. In the WWF he contends, there are plenty of 
them to go around 

On that note, when asked about the World Wrestling 


After knocking the stuffings out of an unlucky competitor with his 
famed DDT, the Snake. eyes fixed into the far distance, covers his 
spent foe for the threc-count. 
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Federation and what he sees in it, 
Roberts has this response: "In the 
WWF. youre talking about mega- 
athletes,” the Snake hisses. “You 
have guys out there who can гр 
your head off just like that. and 
there's no two ways about it. You 
have guys who'll jump you in a 
parking lok, rough you up and 
then go out for pizza. And th 

you have guys Ike me. 

“See, Im the kind of guy you 
don't get in front of it Im oring a 
г" Јако goes on after a momen: 
tary pause. " can't heip tnat—irs 
just the way | am. Im cruel but 
fair. When you cross me. Im. 
cruel: when you get in my way, 
you're fair game. 

Many wrestlers have crossed 
Jake's path, and most of them 
have ended up in defeat. In this 
issue of Spotlight, we have detailed 
the Snake's most memorable 
matches and how he fared i 
them. Now, we'll find out in his 
words, what he thinks cf his op- 
ponents, starting with the Million 
Dollar Man Ted DiBiase 

"Simple as this, my та 
Roberts begins, as he pi 
bag with Damian in It across nis 
lap. "| just dont like Ted DiBiase 
or the man he pretends to be. For 
a while, he put a damper сп my 
wrestling career But when | came 
back, | put a big damper on his 
ega. Out of all ту opponents, he 
is one that | would love to abuse 
again and again 

When Andre the Giantis brought 
up, Jake has this to say: "The 
man has unbelievable power, and 
l'm lucky to have survived. 


ге 


As far as former Intercontinental | 


‚Champion Ravishing Rick Rude 
oes, Jake Roberts nt t00 con 
versational 
“That's persona! No comment 
However, when the Honky Tonk 
Man is mentioned, the Snake nas 
much to say mostly about th 
tieMania IIl confrontation. 
пху Tonk Man, 
ight smile 
of reminiscence "The Rhythm be- 
hind the Blues, and | was nis f 
big hit At WrestleMania II | rar 
Honky's bell. Damian did well 
too. | know Damian would just 


со Jimmy Hart” George Wells to handle. Wells. 


Perhaps 


тап might als was Jake's WrestleMania 2 
joya sral tidbit of Ricky "The adversary. 

Dragon Steamboat, who once ‘George Wells?" Jake won- 
warted win Jake Refleciing!o ders arching his eyebrows. 

that era, here's wnat Roberis Where is he now? 

remembers of the Dragon: "The ‘Of all ће opponents that Ive 
| man was а machine when 1 faces," the Snake says, "Ihe one 
care to basic wrestling” con- ^ who worries me the most is the 


fesses the Snake "But Im not 


one | see in Ihe mirror every 


ask mysell, Wil | ever change?" 

Well, to anyone who wants 10 test 
disc the Snake, that’s the only prayer 
cunning, more dangerous and have. Now to me, that's very, 


than a Dragon. 
Snake was loo 
uch for former football 


very 
Right Damian?’ 
As you probably observed, 


y, ту man. But very real 


Answers To Jake Trivia Quiz On Page 16 


The answers to questions ! fvouch 25 are as Ым SNAKES ALIVE!) a thon 
2) Chery 5) snake eyes. 4) Sione Mantan George, 5) pes SNAKE, RATTLE aed ROLL 
5 па Honky Tora Man 7) пе segna, 8)Аиса Deopor 9) Immy Har, 10) Honky 
gracoca the ropes we onning sehe. RUDE А ХААКИМ 11) 4. 2! го. he and Brutus 
Bete me or ће Vterconierta Tie. 13) Raving Rick Rude, 1) a draw, 15] bof 
кака wora cimnatod SNAKENT 16) Ana ine Gert. 17) snakes, 16) Во John 
Sua 19) Ted DBase, 20) he Ihe Srome SMAKING ALL OVER 21) Ax ало Smash ol 
Dercitcr, 22) UBase 23 Jm Duggan 24) Mora, 26] Hercule 


Answers То Demolition 
‘Trivia Tough Stuff 


TOUGH STUFF anos) coy Маа, 
Б March c) ick Darmaga, d) Ме FA 
el Fredy Ku 


Winners of Spotlight 
Vol. 6 Tough Kea 


Toy Ferguson, Topeka, Kansas: Sam 
биењеј Duncan, Briish Columbia Can- 
ac. Kevin Lee Beard. Pitsburg. Calloria: 
Davit wrae Crown Point ana. Nel 
Devana Doves Now Hampshire. 
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Rick Rude turned out to be one of 
Jake's most hated adversaries, as 
did the Million Dollar Man, Both 
these superstars feared Jake's 
DDTand the python, Damian, 
that Roberts likes to call his 
"reality check” and, sometimes, 
his “family member,” 


Damian has been a major part of 
Roberts Не for quite some tme. 
On numerous occasions, this 
enormous python has sithered 
over many of the WWF's super- 
stars. Virtually everyone who has. 
come in contact with this scaly 
reptile has been scared stiff. 

One would wonder wnat is his 
real relationship with the python? 
What goes on behind the scenes? 
Only the Snake can answer these 
questions 

"To me, Damian is a reality 
check" admits Jake. “its a 
healthy relationship because any 
time | start thinking that Im too 
smart for this or that, | look at the 
snake, and | see how basic he is 
| realize that he's a true survivor 
They've been around since the 
beginning of time, and теу! be 
around long after man disappears 


from the face of this green earth 

That's what ike abou! Damia 
he continues, caressing the se 
pent’s head. "And | treat Damian 
Ike family because Damian has 
always been there for me 

‘So has the DOT. Of all the 
moves in wrestiing, the СОТ is, by 
fat, one of the most devastating 
ever invented The Snake has 
perfected this explosive tactic 
and it has helped him stay head 
ard shoulders above mary а! 
letes in the WWF How dic Jake 
actually develop this crushing 
maneuver that has left so many 
wrestiers disabled? 

Through trial an 
answers, as he pu 
into the bag, "and the ел 
far and few between With the DDT, 


like having a 
the rest of the work. 
Another thing about the DOT. l's 


Јаке nas himselta 


all of the triumphe that 
mulated over the years 


t because the past is whai 
olds the present and builds the 
For anybody to know 
е Snake's heading, 

ust know where I've 

1 came into tnis world & 

plete innocent | didn't know 
make a 


been 


ade m 
e of lif,” the Snake says 
1 is nat to make th 


So far, Ive 

5 What does 

fah, Im thinking 

the same thing you are: | mean 
after all е one that your 


mother alway 
And 


warned you about 
ht МЕ 
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БРИС ВЕТИВ о ИЕ Ке НЮ 


Venomous 
Moves | 


by Keith Elliot Greenberg 


AKE "THE SNAKE" 
Roberts is one competitor whose personality is so intense 
that hs ring abilities are frequently overshadowed by 1 
However, like his character, which becomes more compli- 


Caled the more itis examined, Roberts wrestling skills run 
0 deep. To Ihe average mal watches, he is TenowDed ава 


dangerous combatant. But the wealth of his grappling 


At Ji ke: knowiecge is tco often lost in tno aura emanated by this 
акеѕ python-wielding mystic. 


It you listen to Јаке, the deception is deliberate — part of 


Mt t Leth | зоте master plan that only пе understands. "There are. 
05 а mary rings to the being cf Jake ‘The Snake Roberts" he 


says, ‘end you can't cut through those rings quickly. An 


Rin g exploration of each ring is a long, painstaking process, and 


while you're overwheimed by the length of each trek, Jake 
the Snake is ploting ahead. So don't look down for a 


Wea m second 'cause l'm a patient man, and | wait for that fleeting 
ро 5 instance when my opponent lowers his eyes from the job at 


hand. That's the time when Ihe Snake strikes—as fast and 
poisonous as a king cobra." 

— The way Jake raises one eyebrow and crooks his mouth 
to the side when he speaks always leaves companions un 
easy. While his words shroud you, his mind is drifing else- 
where. One begins to wonder which of Roberts statements 


Like a rattler, Jake “The Snake" Roberts can strike his opponents 
In а host of different ways, yielding venomous results, Ravishing 
Rick Rude knows this well. 
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are sincere 


ys. "You know, 
а! questo 


he ring din 
e much gray 
nish you off ple. ls ike 
е accomplishes his mi Кен 
mazy troubling thoughts 7 The 


ће ropes, Roberts raii 


Roberts oppo- 


t is not weakened, the move 


can backfire 


inaning the 
afore, in order 


lack by a foe sti 
ighting soir 


sary will be 


vibe comes 

ге and more from the crowd I 
hean 

body fe 


ven as | apply the томе, Im 
lying on the impulses of the 
crowd to surge through my body. 
ringing the match fo a definitive 
conclusion: 

The DDT often comes afier a 
бе has been floored, and Jake 
forces him to his feet, bends him 
forward and агро him—with the 
eft arm—around the neck The 
о ваде where crowd 
тај Roberts 
tands, hearing the 
fans’ rising voices and cheers of 
encouragement, Fueled by nis 
upporters, he grits his teeth. With 
face grim, he fires himself up 

by thrusting his right arm 
е air and revolving it over his 


head, This can take two secon 
to sx seconds The Snake pro- 
3 to the next step only when 
he feels the timing is right In à 
flash, he falls to the mat on his 
shoulder blades, driving his rval’s 
bent head into the canvas and 
setting him up for the thres-count. 
Virtually no wrestler can 
weather the DOT, and Jak 
‘opponents have occasionally 
called for the banning of the 
maneuver The most memorable 
campaign in this direction came 
from the Honky Tonk Man and his 
manager, Colonel Jimmy Hart. Рог 
a period, Honky condemned the 
DDT in every interview, and Hart 
even сате [0 ringside with a sign 


Jake sets up for his punishing 


DDT and then applies it. Over the. 


years, managers such as Jimmy 

Mouth of the South” Hart have 
made attempts to ban Ше DDT, 
and none have worked. Along 
with the DDT, Roberts also mas- 
ters the short-arm clothesline as 
well as several versions of the 
wristlock. 


declaring, "Ban the DOT” The 
do was hoping to cultivate lan 
Support with these gestures, but 
aficionados stuck with Roberts 
and urged him to continue using 
his patented finisher, 

Although he never wresties any 
two matches in the same fashion, 
Jake has à dency to 
prepare his foes for the DOT by 
fret delivering a short-armed 
Clothesline, When executed by a 
bulky grapple like Big Boss Mar 
ог Canadian Earthquake. a st 
ard clothesline is brutal enough to 
defeat its victim. The more 
slender Roberts has made his 
lolhesiine just as brutal by w 
ping his riva Normaly, the 
Snake will hold his adversary 
some variation of a wr'tioc«, then 
ing him backward—as if to 
him off the ropes—and erc 
him forward into an extended 
am Bj 
ine at s 
may do more damage than hs 

ег colleagues, who do not 
hod onto their opponents when 
utilizing the maneuver. 

in many instances, Roberts wil 
use a more standardized clot 


e, but even then, he turns it into 


a high-speed tactic. When a foe 

as been knocked lo the arena 

floor, for example, and struggles. 
to the ring apron, the Snake 


will charge and blast his victim 
back to the ringside area with a 


Similar momentum in 
rebound: 
x slicing 

Gown his foe with the move. The. 


shoudderblocks 


and Jake. 
two or 


ipoear- 
Strength is 

evident in one sometimes 
ign 


а by the typcalfan. Because | 


Above: The Snake catches the 
Ravishing One in an inverted 
stomachsta hammerlocks 
Ted DiBiase, Immediate right 
After Roherts heats a for. Damian 
slithers around. 


bodyslams are so common in prc 

fessional wresting, many specta- 

tors do not pay cc 

when one is delivered. However. 

Jake's bodysiams are as dist 

as they are crushing He frst 
ting 


astounds 


Then Јаке рис 
the ring Ike a softball Wha 
makes this procedure particularly 
reachorous is the impairmen 

Бе victim's landing арії 

ми 

p and зат 
going to hu 
who has wo 
Snake. "But yc 
time to prepare 


п someone Scoops yo: 


you, you know fs 
ays a wrestler 


fall and can mininize in 
landing the right way 
you high into the air 
Ping around like a b м 


wings—and when you crash, i 
could be on your back, your 
shoulder or your head 
Јак an inno 
basic scientific holds. Kno 
esting fundamentals 


o 


me TE 

eels й is appropriate, in addition to relying on combi 

din front ofa foe naton maneuvers, Jake invents 

culder ем moves in the heat of b 

During one televi 

sitioned himself 
crunched t 


ppesiton 
t bout he an 


leg and—in a show of pos 
hosted him off the ground, 
zontal to the mat, and dropped 
him across a bent knee. 

Like his nickname suggests, 
Roberts thrives when the rules of 
the match are the laws of the jun 
gle. He slithers and slides under 
the ropes and across the canvas 
like his python, Damian |зотеоле 
wrongs him, Jake will beat him 
down to the mat, driving knees 
into his floored opponents sides 
and head over a consecu- 
tive times. Roberts has his own 
style of punching, sometimes 
forcing a wrestlers chin into hs 
chest while throwing fists into the 
man's midsection The Snake 
rules outside the ring, whipping 
an opponent into a ring post or 
guard rail, or leading him on a 
Chase back into the ring and sur 
prising him with a kneel as he 
steps through the ropes. 

No matter whether he's abiding 
bythe rules or bending them, Jake 
always fights a mental Бате. Dur- 
ing a simple collar-and-elbow 
lockup, hell suddenly smile, intimi 
dating and confusing an oppo: 
nent about what will come пех. 
When whipped into the comer, 
Roberts will n adversary 
to charge forward, greeting ће 
competitor with a ciotnesiine or 

he comes rushing in 
s Damian, siting o 
sly in a sack in the 


uished rival 
Sroking the pyi 
with eyes glistening, 
Damian 6 his most formidable 
weapon. “Are you scared of 
Damian? You shouldn't be—if you 
take the time to understand him. 
You see, when you understand 
the snake, you understand his 
terror, his fire and his potency 
You know how to reach 
in and find the same 
е yourself. И you 
don't understand the 
snake, all that power 
is a mystery. I's 
mystery that makes 
Ife exciting tor Јаке 
Roberis—and that makes 
опуге for his foes.” WF 


Vie yell: 
Јакоб 111386 


‘When Jake "The Snake" 
Roberts enters the ring. he is 
accompanied by his python, 
Damian. О{ all snakes, Јако has 
Picked the опе that most торго 
senis him, 

Pythons are among the world’s 
Giant constricting snakes: In fact, 
Some pymons maybe the long- 
est Snakes jn the world, perhaps. 
Growing 10 а length ot a0 feet.— 
Tite ier довери d 
years ago, there was a 
а рано ated on the island o 
Celebes, in the South Pacific, that 
measured 32 [eet long. 

Pythons are among the world's 
most ancient serpents. They—or 
Snakes much like them—dato 
back to the tme of Tyrannosau- 
Гиз гох and the other great dino- 
Saurs. Like the dinosaurs, pythons 
аго prodators. Depending on their 
ize, they prey on creatures from 
ће Size of rats and birds to ап- 
mals as big as humans, such as 
wid boar and deer. On Zoological 
record is the 18-001 python that 
attacked and swallowed a leop- 
ard, and suffered only a few 
scratches from the battle that Got 
the snake the meal 

tikë many other snakes, how- 


nature, Just like Jake in tne 

ting, they can be богу but 
their lethal behavior can 

often have beneficial results... 55 
Pythons contro! vermin, just 2 
like Jake does his best to 


fa contro elements in the 


WWE that opt for the. 
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cheap shot, the steal and the 
sneak win, If you're a poor peas- 
ant in the jungles of India, you 
don't want rats eating your ood. 
Pythons destroy those rali Jake, 
In his own way, does the same 
thing In the squared circle. 
Thero's something else about 
pythonsiand Jake. Pythons havo. 
incredible natural camoufage. 
Pythons that huntan the ground. 
ave color patterns that mimic 
leaves on the forest ове Pythons 
that hunt in the trees are green; 
like leaves Ther prey is bind to 
the attacks thal these snakes 
launch. Thats exactly how Jake 
‘Operates in the ring: He masks 
tis Intentions, then strikes lethally 
When a python strikes, it sinks. 
fis eurved teat into its victim, The. 
prey cannot pull out of the апр of. 


those teeth That's nol much cii- 
ferentirom Jake. When ha cir 
in the DOT, his victim has litle 
chance of breaking loose. 
Опсе a python has gripped ап 
‘opponent. the serpent wraps its 
siealy colis around the victim and 
Starts squeezing. Gradual, 
breath дого out of the foe. Its 
down for the count. The snake 
extends ts jaws and swallows. 
‘Once Јаке wraps his serpen- 
fine arms around ап opponent 
and with flic power sets him up. 
fonthe DDT, 15 over, too. Jake 
knocks the breath and fight out of 
his adversary and makes the pin, 
Uke the python, Jake is 
Strange, scary and a fotoe to be 
admired. They both represent 
Survival ofthe fitest in our world. 
They're basic. Many of us proba- 


bly would like to be ке them, No 
quarter given, none asked—only. 
try to survive. 

Pythons, like Jake, have also. 
been associated with the 
mystical. Apollo, he Greek 
oc who fired lethal ar 
rowsintothose whotrans- 
grosso, was accom 
panied by a python. 

In ancien! times, tne. 
python also was said 
10 be те one that pre- 
dicted the future. Many ancient 
‘African tribes revered the python 
as a Symbol of wisdom, There are 
things about pythons that are re- 
flecied in Jake Roberts. Reflect- 
ed? Maybe. Or, perhaps pythons 
reflect this man with the gold eyes. 
and instinct to survive, whatever 
the threats to his existence. МЕ 
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Moro Superstar Cooki 
More of your favorites are now 
appearing on the crisp cookie of 
WWF Superstars of Wrestiing" Ice 
Cream Bars. So, when you sink 
your teeth into that smooth vanilla. 


cookie, you can put the 
bite on five more greats in our 

all-star lineup: Ultimate Warrior” 
Rowdy Roddy Piper" Ravishing 


Roberts” and Brutus “The Barber 
Beetcake™ 


lil of the WWF 
5. this year featuring 
ts in the WWF." 
Recapture the excitement of the 
atesi matches and the stars that. 
made them great. Save and trade 
all 12 new cards, one packed in 
each Ice Cream Bar Box. 


OF WRESTLING ICE CREAM BARS. 


‘Super On-pack Sw 

Get into the WWF action by 
entering the WWF RINGSIDE 
Sweepstakes. Look on specially 
marked packages for details on 
how you could be one of hundreds 
of winners! 
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